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excited by tho application of sapid substances to tho forepart of the tonguo 
was in abeyance. Tho functions of all tho other cerebral nerves was unim¬ 
paired. The author at tho closo of his paper refers to a case reported by Dr. 
Althaus, in tho 52d volume of these Transactions,* in which tliero was completo 
loss of function of tho whole fifth pair of cerebral nerves unaccompanied by 
any other affection of cerebral or nervous matter. Tho two cases may bo re¬ 
garded as completely complementary to each other. J. II. II. 
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This volume bears nmplo ovidence of tho activity of tho American Optlial- 
mological Society, and worthily supports the reputation established by Its pre¬ 
decessors in the series. In accordance with our custom, wo shall nnnlyzo its 
contents. 

Tho first paper is by Dr. O. D. Pomkroy, of New York, and is a report of 
A Case of Nystagmus, associated with Concomitant Convergent Strabismus 
in Emmetropic Eyes, relieved by correction of the Squint . Tho squint had 
existed since infancy, and there was diminished vision, with ophthalmoscopic 
signs of old choroiditis. It was almost impossible to obtain oven a cursory 
view of the fundus oculi, so constant and rapid were tho oscillatory movements 
of the eyes. 

After tenotomy of tho internal rectus, porforrned twico on ono eyo and onco 
on tho other, the squint was completely corrected and tho nystagmus disap¬ 
peared. Tho results of tho operations remained unimpaired at tho end of two 
years. 

A Case of Spontaneous Cure of Sub-retinal Effusion, with an Analysis of, 
Twenty-one Cases of the same Disease, is tho titlo of a paper contributed by 
Dr. David Webstbr, of New York. Tho pntient was a lady 57 years of age. 
Sho had nlwuys been excessively near-sighted, but had never worn glasses, and 
her eyes hud never given her much trouble until tho summer of 1874. Sho 
had then been confined to bed for a few days with “a rush of blood to tho 
head,” and her vision had been somewhat impaired. In about a year it beenmo 
suddenly worso. 

When seen by Dr. W. vision was much diminished in both eyes and confined 
eutirely to tho lower portions of tho visual fields. Ophthalmoscopic examina¬ 
tion showed a detachment of tho lower half of tho right retina. Tho vitreous 
was opaque in tho left oyo. Tho patient was kept on her back in bed for ten 
days, the eyes being constantly under the effect of atropia. At the end of 
that time, tho detached rotina had resumed its natural position, and tho vision 
was much improved. 

Dr. Wadsworth reported a caso in which tho soparnted retina was replaced 
spontaneously; Dr. Mnthewson, ono iD which recovery took place after repeated 
application of dry cups to tho tomplo; Dr. Strawbridgo, ono in which tho 
rotina was replaced by rupturing it with needles, and Dr. E. Williams, ono in 
which tho same result followed its rupture by accidental injury. 

Under the head of Rare Cases, with Practical Remarks, Dr. E. Williams, 
of Cincinnati, reports tho following cases:— 


See Amcr. Journ. of Med. Sol., vol. lix. 
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Dislocation of lenses, ono from slight cqubo, a blow from the hand of a child, 
and several spontaneous. 

Basedow's disease.—Ono of the patients was a delicate, emaciated lady, but 
wna much annoyed by tho deformity caused by tho disease, and very anxious 
to have an operation performed for its relief. 

Dr. W. did Gracfc’s operation for narrowing the pnlpebral commiBsuro by 
closing the lids for half nn inch at the outor canthus of each eye. Destructive 
inflammation of tho eyes set in, followed by sloughing of tho cornea, prolonged 
suppuration, etc., and ending in the death of the patient. 

The other patient wits a “ woman, 40 yenrs of ngo, large and rosy, and of 
fine personal appearance." Tho same operation was dono in this case, nud 
with tho same object. Dangerous inflnmmntion of tho cycB followed, but was 
subdued by removal of tho stitches and careful treatment. 

Dr. W. believes " that the pressure of tho narrowed commissures in both 
these cases caused strangulation and the consequent inflammation." 

Anaesthesia retime .—Of threo patients whoso cases aro recorded under this 
head, two were women, and one “ a delicate, nervous boy," tenyears of age. They 
had high degrees of amblyopia (hysterica! ?) without any clmngo in ophthal¬ 
moscopic appearances. Two recovered under tho use of hypodermic injections 
of strychnia. Tho third, at the time of report, remained unimproved. 

Binocular temporal hemiopia .—The patient was a rubust, healthy looking 
man, 44 yenrs of ngo. "Six years ngo he had several epileptic attacks, but 
bos been free from them for four years, llo 1ms not complained of much head¬ 
ache, but of severo pains in tho back of the neck, coming in paroxysms. Ilns 
nausea frequently, but no vomiting; memory impaired at times." 

" There was a total loss of perception in tho outer half of each field of vision." 
No marked changes in the fundus of either eye. "In this instnnee tho lesion 
must have existed at tho anterior part of the optic chiasm." Tho patient 
lived at a distnneo, and was lost sight of. 

Strabismus with rigidity of the muscle .—Four cobcs of this kind were 
, operated on, successfully so far ns the cosmetic effect was concerned, but there 
was litllo or no mobility of the balls. 

Ophthalmic Contributions, by Dr. Gf.o. SiRAwnniDOE, of Phila., consist of 
tho following reports of caseB : Hysterical blepharospasm, treated and relieved 
by forcible elevation of the eyelid .—-The patient was an hysterical young lady, 
22 years of age. Inability to rniso tho eyelids came on suddenly during tho 
night. She was treated, on the plan proposed by Dr. Mathcwson, by means of 
n rubber band fastened to the skin of the eyelid and to tho forehead. A simple 
strip of ndhesivo plaster was afterwards substituted for llio rubber band. After 
several weeks of treatment, tho condition was entirely relieved. 

Foreign bodies in the eyeball .—In tho first case, a small iron splinter re¬ 
mained in tho sclerotic coat for two years without causing any great degree of 
reaction. In tho Becond case nu iron splinter passed through cornea, iris, and 
lens, and lodged in tho sclerotic near the papilla. Tho disorganized ball was 
removed ten yenrs afterwards on account of sympathetic irritation of tho unin¬ 
jured eye. In the third, nn irou splinter was encysted for twenty-ono years, 
without the least injurious effect. In tho fourth, nn iron splinter lodged in tho 
iris wns removed by iridectomy. 

Connective tissue growth in tho vitreous humour .—A white-shreddy forma¬ 
tion could bo seen, by tho ophthalmoscope, commencing at tho optio disk and 
projecting forward into tho vitreous humour. An accompanying plalo illus¬ 
trates tho appearance of tho growth. 
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Dr. G. T. Strvrns, of Albany, contributes n pnper on Successful Extrac¬ 
tion of a Foreign Body from the ltd it) a by the aid of the Ophthalmoscope. 
The foreign body, which was a email pieco of filed, had entered through tho 
outer border of tho cornea, and could be 6eon, by tho ophthalmoscope, imbed¬ 
ded in tho retina behind tho equator of tho ball. During ophtholmoscopio ex¬ 
amination, a delicate needle was passed through tho sclerotio at tho position of 
the foreign body. Using this as a guide, an incision was made, in which tho 
steel presented, and was seized by a fino pair of force,.*. Tho appenrunco of 
the eyo was perfectly preserved, though thcro wob no useful vision. 

On the Increase of Refractive Power of a Plano-cylindrical Lens when rotated 
about its Axis. By Dr. G. JIay, of Boston —Dr. Hay shows by formula} and 
diagrams, without which his demonstration cannot bo followed, tho effect of 
rotatiug a piano-cylindrical lens about its axis. “ Wo can thus by more or Ic39 
obliquity get the effect of a cylindrical lens of continuously varying power.” 
He gives a tablo of successive concavo cylinders, progressing from— to 
— which can be neutralized by rotating a -f- ^ cylindor. 

Rome Peculiar Phenomena attending a Case of sudden temporary Loss of 
Hearing and Sight. —Dr. II. W. Williams, of Boston, reports the cuso of a 
littlo girl, eight yenrs of age, who suddenly became totally deaf and, four weeks 
ufterwards, completely blind. As there was no history of cerebral symptoms, 
and no abnormal change in the organs of sight or hearing could bo discovered, 
it wus suspected that tho cbubo of tho symptoms was probably reflex irritation 
arising from tho prcscnco of worms in tho intestines. The expulsion of a largo 
amount of tapoworm was followed by recovery of hearing and eight. 

'l\t )0 Cases of Vascular Disease of the Orbit. —The two cases which form tho 
Bubject of this paper, by Dr. G. 0. Harlan, of Philadelphia, were reported in 
tho number of this Journal for July, 1870. 

In that of L. L., who is tho subject of congenital aneurism by anastomosis 
of tho left orb*., with euormous hypertrophy of tho wholo sido of tho fuce, thero 
has not been any very material change sinco tho lust report except that the 
aneurismal bruit, which was very loud, has almost ceased. 1 

The Bccond case, that of S. U., was one of pulsating exophthalmos following 
a sovero injury of the bend, with probable fracture of the base of the skull. 

Treatment by continuous und afterwards by intermittent compression of the 
carotid had been thoroughly carried out without any decided result. Tho 
putient, howover, still kept up intermittent compression at frequent intervals 
each day, and at tho end of six months noticed decided improvement. Two 
years later he reported that tho prominence of both eyes lmd entirely disap¬ 
peared. There was still somo sound, nud ho continued to practise occasional 
compression for severul months longer (moro than three years after the com¬ 
mencement of treatment), when all symptoms disappeared. 

Sonic remarks follow on tho difficulties and doubts of diagnosis in cases of 
so-called "orbital uncurisms," and a summary is given of all tho cases ia which 
post-mortem examinations have been recorded, fifteen in number, with tho fol¬ 
lowing analysis: Aneurism of both ophthalmic arteries, 1 ease} venous clot 
from phlebitis, 4 cases; venous dilatation from phlebitis, 2 cases; mulignant 
growths, 3 cases; post-orbitul aneurism,3 cases; postorbital vnrix, 2 cases. 

“Competent observers had committed themselves to the diagnosis of orbital 
aneurism in nearly all theso cases, and in tho remainder tho same conclusion 
could hardly havo been resisted by any surgeon whose attention bad not been 
particularly called to tho subject.” . 

* This ease has, since it was reported to the Society, undergone spontaneous 
cure by complete consolidation of tho nneurUmal tumour. 
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Case of Sector-like Defect of Field of TVs/on.—Tho patient, whoso case is de* 
scribed in this paper by Dr. Wm. Thomson, of Philadelphia, is a man 50 years of 
age; at present in good health, but who four years ago bnd a Budden attack of 
vertigo, was insensible for a few moments, and noticed a numbness in his hands 
for several days. His sight was disturbed at thnt time, and has remained in 
llio samo stale since, There is a partial loss of tho Geld of vision in tho 
upper and left quadrant of each eye. The point of special interest is that tho 
macula is not involved in an area of blindness which affects tho retiua abovo 
and below it exactly to tho median line, that is to n vertical line drawn 
through the point of Gxntion. 

The sumo phenomenon was observed in a caso of complete binocular hemio- 
pia reported by Dr. Thomson in the Proceedings of tho Society for 1871. It 
would seem, from these cases, " thnt nt tho region of the fovea the elements 
from each side of the brain might be intermingled, and thnt thus tho full vision 
might bo accounted for in cases where severo lesions woro known to have 
occurred iu one hemisphere.” 

Tho next communication is an Obituary Notice of Dr. Ed. Deinfield, of 
New York, by Drs. Dix and Williams, of Boston. Dr. Dclufield wo9 tho first 
president of tho American Ophthnlmological Society, and ono of tho founders 
of tho New York Eye und Ear infirmary. 

On the Effect of a Cylindrical Letts with Vertical Axis,placed before one Eye. 
By 0. P. Wadsworth, M.D., of Boston.— 1 Tho patient was an artist, with anus* 
tiginatism of tho left eye, which was corrected by a — cylinder. lie com¬ 
plained that ho saw “ perspective^,” that is, parallel horizontal lines appeared 
us if they converged towards a vanishing point to tho left side. Dr. W, ex¬ 
plains this phenomenon by reference to tho stereoscopic combination of tho 
shortened imago upon one retiua, with the normal imago on tho other. As 
this explanation cannot be abridged intelligibly, readers who aro interested in 
physiological optics must bo referred to the article itself, with its accompany¬ 
ing diagrams. 

A Case of General Sarcoma of the Choroid, probably congenital. By Dr. 
H. J. McKay and Dr. II. U. Eno, of New York.—Tho day after tho patient’s 
birth it was noticed that tho right eye uud right Bide of the faco were swollen. 
The eye was enucleated for tho relief of sympathetic ophthalmia of the other 
eye, when tho child was a little move ihun a year old. Four mouths nftcrwnrds 
thcro had been no return of photophobia, und tho child’s gcucral condition was 
good, though thcro is probably amaligmint growth in the cavity of tho nutrum. 
Dr. Eno, who made a microscopic examination of the eyo, states that the “ca 80 
is one of general choroidal sarcoma, without the formation of a distinct tumour. 
Junsmuch as tho eyeball was enlarged and protruded at tho timo of birth, and 
thcro existed a congenital tumour of tho nntruin, it is not improbablo that tho 
new growth in tho choroid also commenced during intra-utcrine life.” 

A Case of Consecutive Enucleation of both Eyes for recurring Glioma. By 
Drs. C. B. Aonkw and JI. 0. Eno.— One eye was removed from a child thirteen 
months of age. Ho lmd been observed not to fix this eyo accurately in early 
infancy, and his mother had noticed a yellowish reflex from behind tho pupil 
when ho was seven months old. Six months afterwards, tho other eye became 
affected and was also enucleated. Eighteen months after the first operation, 
the child uppeared perfectly well. A microscopic examination of both eyes 
was mode by Dr. Eno. In ono, half of tho vitreous chamber, and in tho other, 
nearly the whole of it was occupied by a mass of glioma. 

Dr. J. Gukkn, of St. Louis, reports favourably of his experience in Jridot- 
omy by 1 reefer’s Method . 
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Notes on (he Examination of the Eyes of a Criminal executed by hanging. 
By Dr. Greek.— No trace of any lesion, either of tho capsule or lens, could be 
discovered in cither eye, und tho optic disks and retina) were found to be 
normal. 

Castor Oil as a Menstruum for dissolving Atropia for Application to the 
Eye. —Dr. Grkrx recommends tho substitution of the alkaloid for the salt, tho 
latter not being readily soluble in oil. 

“Double glasses" are recommended by Dr. II. D. Noyes, of New York, to 
.dimioish tho amount of spherical aberration when n very short focus is required, 
lie has been able to accomplish this by putting together two planoconvex lenses, 
with their convox sides towards each other. 

Remarks of Dr. II. D. Noyes in connection with Dr. Webster's paper “ On 
BOparation of tho retina.”-—Among 43 cases of sub-retinul effusion, be had met 
with only ono in which tho fluid was spontaneously absorbed. 

Eight cases of spontaneous euro will be reported by Dr. Althof in tho noxt 
number of tho Transactions. G. G. II. 


Art. XXVIII.-— Transactions of the American Neurological Association for 

1875. Edited by F. P. KiNNicuir, M.D., and T. A. McBride, M.D. Vol. I. 

8vo. pp. 257, New York, 1875. 

Ik December, 1874, a letter, signed by Messrs. Wm. A. Hammond, Roberts 
Bartholow, Meredith Clymer, J. S. Jewell, E. G. Seguin, James J. Putnam, and 
T. M. B. Gross, was sent to certain mcdicul gentlemen iu diflorent pnrta of tho 
country, inviting them to pnrticipato in a meeting to bo held Juno 2, 1875, in 
the city of New York, to institute a society for the cultivation of neurological 
scieuce. Ju responso to this call, thirty-fivo gentlemen met, as stated, and 
organized H Tho American Neurological Association 11 ; tendering tho compli- 
ment of tho first presidency of the society to Dr. S. Weir Mitchell of Philo- 
dclphia; but, this gentleman declining, Dr. Jewell of Chicago was unanimously 
chosen to HU tho office. 

Tho proceedings of this meeting, the rules for its government adopted by tho 
Associutiou, and tho papers approved by the Committee of Publication, con¬ 
stitute the extremely creditable volume uow beforo us. 

The initiatory article, by Dr. Jah. J. Putnam, is devoted to tho consideration 
of a Case of Circumscribed Analgesia, or, more definitely, ono of incomplete 
sensor paralysis of well-defined limits, affecting tho left upper extremity and cor¬ 
responding side of (ho neck. A young man of 18 had noticed, after an attack 
of typhoid fever, that slight wounds of tho left hand healed slowly and gave no 
pain. When he enmo under observation thirty months later, it was found that 
a region on tho left side of tho body, corresponding to tho distribution of tbo 
entiro cervical and brachial plexus, most of the intercostal nerves, nud a small 
part of tho 5th cranial, was tho sent of a peculiar insensibility. Tho contact 
of small objects, such as a feulher, or drops of water, was distinctly, though 
less than normally, appreciated; while the sense of pain from strong olectricul 
currents, pricking, or pinching, was almost entirely abolishod. Tho hand could 
bo kept in water at 120° F. for two minntes beforo tho sensation of warmth 
was experienced, but at more elevated temperatures painful sensutions wero 
produced in n few seconds. With tho reslhesiometcr tho tactile senso was 
found to bo but slightly defective; thcro was no loss whntcver of power in tho 
muscular apparatus, nnd the nutrition of the part was not impaired. Tho 



